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Beach Renourishment Funding Needs 
SCDHEC Office of Ocean and Coastal Resource Management 

 
Costs by State Fiscal Year (in millions of dollars) 

FY02-03     FY03-04 FY04-05  FY05-06 FY06-07 FY07-08 FY08-09
 

Project Area 
 

Project Notes 
State Other       State Other State Other State Other State Other State Other State Other

                
North Myrtle Beach                Corps Project in 2008 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.15 0 0.5 0 1.0 10.0 0 0
Horry Co.- Shore Drive                Corps Project in 2008 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.5 0 1.0 10.0 0 0
Myrtle Beach Corps Project in 2008               0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.5 0 1.0 10.0 0 0
Surfside Beach                Corps Project in 2008 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.5 0 0.9 10.0 0 0
G’town Co. - Garden City Corps Project in 2008               0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.5 0 1.0 10.0 0 0
Pawleys Island Corps Project in 2007               0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1.0 8.0 0 0 0 0
Sullivans Island                0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1.4 1.5 0 0 0 0
Folly Beach Corps Project 2005               0 0 0 0 0 14.0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Edisto Beach                0 0 0 0 0 0 4.75 3.0 0 0 0 0 2.4 2.5
Hunting Island                5.0 0 3.5 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2.5 2.5
Erosion Monitoring Annual  Surveys 0 0.1             0 0.1 0 0.1 0.1 0 0.1 0 0.1 0 0.1 0
                
Yearly Totals                5.0 0.1 3.5 0.1 0 14.1 5.0 3.0 5.0 9.5 5.0 50.0 5.0 5.0

 
 
Notes: 
 
1.  Funding sources listed as “Other” can be a mix of federal and local government funds. 
 
2.  The pending Edisto Beach Renourishment Project will include the Town of Edisto Beach and Edisto Beach State Park.  Total project cost is 
estimated at $7.75 million, with $4.75 million coming from the state and $3 million coming from the local governments.  The Edisto Beach State 
Park section will cost $1.75 million and will be paid for exclusively with state funds.  The Town of Edisto Beach section will cost $6 million and 
will be paid for with $3 million in state funds and $3 million in local government matching finds ($1.5 million from the Town of Edisto Beach and 
$1.5 million from Colleton County). 
 
3.  Most projects sponsored by the Army Corps of Engineers are funded 65% federal, 35% non-federal.  It is anticipated that the next Corps-
sponsored Grand Strand Renourishment Project in 2008, extending from North Myrtle Beach to Garden City in Georgetown County, will be 
funded at this ratio.  Based on the previous project costs, funding requirements are estimated at $10 million state, $10 million local and $40 
million federal, for a total project cost of $60 million.  State money earmarked in FY06-07 for renourishment in the Grand Strand will be carried 
over and spent in the next fiscal year. 
 
4.  State money earmarked for Pawleys Island and Sullivans Island in FY 06-07 may not be needed if potential projects in these areas are 
canceled or if matching funds from local governments are not available. 



First Priority:  The Grand Strand 

The 26-mile stretch of beach from the Cherry Grove section of North Myrtle Beach to 

southern Garden City Beach near Murrells Inlet was all included in a massive beach 

renourishment project sponsored by the Army Corps of Engineers in 1996-1998.  At the 

time the overall effort was described as a 50-year project, with follow-up renourishment 

expected to be performed every 8-10 years.  If federal funding is available it is likely that 

another large-scale renourishment project will be constructed here around 2008.  Based 

on past federal/state/local funding ratios it is expected the state’s share of this next project 

will cost approximately 10 million dollars.  State money should begin to be allocated to 

this project now, and over the next few years, so that the total amount required will be 

available when needed. 

 Second Priority:  Pawleys Island, Georgetown County 

The southern end of Pawleys Island is low-lying, with little or no sand dunes.  A 1999 

beach renourishment project using sand borrowed from the sand spit at the southern end 

of the island provided temporary relief but did not add any new sand to the littoral 

system.  The dune that protects the public parking area has been chronically eroded for 

the past few years and has been rebuilt several times by emergency sand-scraping.  This 

large public parking area, one of the few areas providing good public beach access in 

Georgetown County, is in jeopardy.  The developed southern end of Pawleys Island also 

lacks a sand dune, and the ocean water comes up under several houses at high tide.  The 

Corps of Engineers is currently studying the beach erosion problem at Pawleys Island.  

Any federal renourishment project here will most likely include a requirement for both 

state and local funding. 

            NOTE: Sullivans Island, Charleston County 

While most of Sullivans Island is stable to accretional, the section closest to Breach Inlet 

from Station 29 to Station 32 has a long-term erosion rate of –2 ft per year and has been 

chronically sand-starved for at least 10 years.  This 3-block section of Sullivans Island, 

about 2,000 ft long, is one of the most eroded beaches in Charleston County.  The beach 

is steep and narrow with little to no sand dune and no high-tide beach.  Local match for 

state money may be problematic. 






