
 

 

December 15, 2010 
 
 
MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:   Birthing Center Administrators 

 
FROM: Nancy E Maertens, Director 
  Division of Health Licensing 

 
SUBJECT: Vaginal Birth After Cesarean (VBAC) at South Carolina Licensed Birthing 
  Centers 
 
It has come to our attention that certain licensed birthing centers already have or are 
considering offering the service of delivery of VBAC patients by physicians in those birthing 
centers. 
 
In our Memorandum dated March 27, 2006 (copy enclosed) the Department outlined our 
position, based upon a review of an extensive range of professional literature and consultation 
with the Commissioner’s Obstetrical Task Force, that VBACs are not low-risk deliveries and 
are therefore outside the scope of practice for licensed midwives.  As established in Licensing 
of Birthing Centers: S.C. Code Ann. § 44-89-60(1), “Births planned to occur at a birthing 
center must be restricted to low-risk births following normal uncomplicated pregnancy.”  
“Low risk” is defined by S.C. Code Ann. § 44-89-30(6) as “normal, uncomplicated prenatal 
course as determined by adequate prenatal care and prospects for a normal, uncomplicated 
birth as defined by reasonable and generally accepted criteria of maternal and fetal health.”  
Furthermore, as noted in S.C. Code § 44-89-60(4) and in Standards for Licensing Birthing 
Centers for Delivery by Midwives: 25A S.C. Code Ann. Regs. 61-102 (Supp 2009) § 
D.(6)(a)(2), “A physician must make a written determination that the planned birth is low risk” 
for every woman who plans to give birth in a birthing center. 
 
Since the Department ruled in our March 27, 2006 memorandum that VBACs are not low-risk 
deliveries, and both licensing standards and the S.C. Code establish that births occurring in 
birthing centers must be restricted to low-risk births, it is the decision of the Department that 
VBACs will not be permitted in licensed birthing centers. 
 
If you have any questions you may contact Michell Hatcher at 803-545-4968. 
 
NM/MH/mh 
 
Enclosure 
 
CC: Pamela M. Dukes, DHEC         Dennis L. Gibbs, DHEC  
       Ashley Biggers, DHEC             Michell Hatcher, RN, BSN  






