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Section 303(d) of the Clean Water ActSection 303(d) of the Clean Water Act

Publish 303(d) List of Impaired Waters

Manage through
grants,partnerships & 
voluntary programs 

Control via NPDES 
Permits

Nonpoint Source LAPoint Source WLA

Allocate Load

Determine Maximum Allowable Load
And required load reduction 

Water Quality Standards

Monitoring and Assessment



303(d) List of Impaired Waters303(d) List of Impaired Waters

• Includes locations of standards violations 
identified through DHEC’s ambient monitoring

• In SC we list stations or sites and not segment or 
an area 

• Assess for the following designated uses:
– Aquatic Life impairments include Bio, DO, pH, metals, nutrients & 

turbidity
– Recreational Use impairments include enterococcus and fecal coliform

bacteria
– Human Consumption Use impairments include Hg or PCBs in fish tissue
– Shellfish Harvesting Use impairments include fecal coliform bacteria





-945 sites listed 
-1103 total impairments

2010 303(d) Listed Sites



Total Maximum Daily Load
Maximum amount of a pollutant that a waterbody 
can receive from all sources, and still meet water 
quality standards, OR

•Formula: TMDL = WLA + LA + MOS
(WLA = Point, LA = Nonpoint, MOS = Margin of Safety)

•TMDL Document:

A plan that helps target resources in 
order to achieve water quality 
improvement and restore impaired 
waters

Total Maximum Daily Load
Maximum amount of a pollutant that a waterbody 
can receive from all sources, and still meet water 
quality standards, OR

•Formula: TMDL = WLA + LA + MOS
(WLA = Point, LA = Nonpoint, MOS = Margin of Safety)

•TMDL Document:

A plan that helps target resources in 
order to achieve water quality 
improvement and restore impaired 
waters



Nonpoint Source or Point Source?Nonpoint Source or Point Source?



TMDL FactsTMDL Facts

• TMDL approval process includes public 
notice, comment period, & NODD (SC 
R.61-110)

• All TMDLs must be approved by EPA

• Approved TMDL confers no additional 
regulatory authority to DHEC

• TMDL implementation occurs through 
regulatory and non-regulatory mechanisms

• TMDLs may be revised, but never expire



EPA-Approved TMDLs

• 30 DO 
• 374 FC
• 51 SFH FC 
• 1 TP
• 2 pH
• 1 Turbidity



303(d) List & TMDLs: Information on Web Site303(d) List & TMDLs: Information on Web Site
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TMDL Information as Part of 303(d) ListTMDL Information as Part of 303(d) List



303(d) Sites and TMDL Areas on the Web Site303(d) Sites and TMDL Areas on the Web Site



Example Example -- EnoreeEnoree River FC TMDL Drainage AreaRiver FC TMDL Drainage Area



Questions?Questions?
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