
    
      Skip to main content
    

    

      
    

          
  
  
    Close this alert

    
            

  
    

    
      DHEC is Restructuring

      On July 1, 2024, the South Carolina Department of Health and Environmental Control (DHEC) becomes two separate agencies — the South Carolina Departments of Environmental Services (SCDES) and Public Health (DPH). Additionally, DHEC's retail food program and milk and dairy lab will merge with the South Carolina Department of Agriculture. See our DHEC Restructuring page to learn more.



    

  




            
  
    
      
  
          


      

  

    
  
    
  Full menu

  	About DHEC	What We Do	Our Mission
	DHEC Bridge Strategic Plan
	Programs & Divisions
	DHEC Publications


	Board & Related Info
	Agency Leadership	Dr. Edward Simmer
	Karla Buru
	Scott Jaillette
	Darbi MacPhail
	Cristi Moore
	Myra Reece
	Marcus Robinson
	W. Marshall Taylor Jr.
	Gwendolyn Thompson
	Dr. Brannon Traxler


	Procurement Services Team
	FOIA
	Explore Calendar
	Jobs & Careers


	Contact Us
	Environment	Permit Central 
	Businesses & Government	Solid Waste
	Underground Storage Tanks
	Environmental Grants & Loans
	Smart Business Recycling Program


	Recycling & Waste Reduction	Be Battery Smart
	Electronics Recycling: Overview
	Composting Information
	Construction & Demolition Debris
	Don't Waste Food SC	Don’t Waste Food SC: Donation


	Hazardous Waste
	Local Government Recycling
	Recycling Hard-to-Manage Items
	Recycling at the Park
	Smart Business Recycling Program
	Where to Recycle Locally


	Septic Tanks
	Your Home	Smart Gardening
	Asbestos
	Indoor Mold
	Recycling & Waste Reduction


	Your Air	Most Common Air Pollutants	Cross-State Air Pollution Rule




	Land Management	Mining and Reclamation
	Oil & Natural Gas and Terminal Facility Registration
	Radioactive Waste
	Drycleaners
	Hazardous Waste
	Infectious Waste
	Solid Waste
	Underground Storage Tanks


	Your Land	Dry Cleaning Sites
	Landfills Overview
	Your Land: Infectious Waste


	Your Water & Coast	Ocean & Coastal Resource Management	Beachfront Jurisdictional Lines Stakeholder Workgroup
	Clean Marinas
	Coastal Recovery & Requirements
	Estuary Management
	Marine Debris, Abandoned Vessels
	Products and Services


	2020 Tide Tables
	Adopt-A-Beach Program
	Midlands Rivers Coalition
	Ocean Swimming
	Swim Advisories
	Watersheds	Funded Watershed-Based Plans
	Section 319 Nonpoint Source Program
	Watershed-Based Plan Development Grants
	What is a Watershed?




	Air Quality	Air Dispersion Modeling Data
	Air Quality Permits
	Air Quality Permitting Decisions
	Compliance & Monitoring
	Construction Permits
	Permitting & Public Participation
	Regulation - Small Business Assistance Program


	K-12 Schools, Students & Teachers	Be a Champion of the Environment
	B2 Breathe Better Program
	Go Green at School!


	Public Notices
	Community Star


	Food Safety	Frequently Asked Questions
	SC Food Grades
	Retail Food Industry	Inspections & Complaints	Inspection Tools
	SC Food Grades
	File a Food Complaint


	Laws & Applications	Statutes & Regulations


	Shellfish Monitoring Program	Shellfish Maps
	Shellfish Permits
	Shellfish Safety


	Food Safety - Education	DHEC’s Role in Food Safety
	Frequently Asked Questions
	Guidance Tools & Fact Sheets




	Food Poisoning & Complaints	File a Food Complaint
	Food Poisoning


	Emergency Recovery	Power Outages
	Recovering from a flood
	Boil Water Emergencies
	Attack Threats


	Dairy & Manufactured Foods	Dairy Safety in South Carolina


	Manufactured Food Safety in South Carolina


	Health	Public Health Clinics
	Family Planning & Sexual Health	Family Planning Services
	Family Planning Education & Resources
	Birth Control
	Abstinence Education
	State Statistics on Family Planning & Pregnancy
	Women, Infants, & Nutrition Program (WIC)


	Adulthood & Healthy Aging	Dementia, and Alzheimer's Disease
	Diseases & Conditions
	Prevent the Flu
	Managing Diabetes


	Nutrition, Obesity, & Physical Health	Nutrition Programs and Initiatives
	Tips for Healthy Weight
	BMI Calculators
	Tobacco Cessation


	Pregnancy & Parenthood	Women, Infants, & Nutrition Program (WIC)
	Breastfeeding Resources & Information
	Pregnancy and the Flu 


	Childhood & Adolescence	Children's Rehabilitative Services (CRS)
	Teens (Info, Services)
	Special Healthcare Needs
	Early Childhood Health
	Safety & Common Injuries
	ATV Safety
	Insects, Animals
	Child & Adolescent Immunizations and Vaccines
	Women, Infants, & Nutrition Program (WIC)


	Diseases & Conditions	Heart Disease, Stroke
	Insect- or Animal-Borne Disease
	Substance Use Prevention Resources
	Tuberculosis	TB Today
	West Ashley High School TB Investigation




	HIV, STD, & Viral Hepatitis
	Respiratory Disease Watch
	S.C. Public Health Statistics, Maps	2017 Health Data Symposium
	Biostatistics Publications
	CHAS Dashboard
	Environmental Public Health Fact Sheets


	The Flu
	Vaccinations	Back-to-School Immunization Toolkit
	SC Immunization Data
	Vaccine Safety and Effectiveness




	Healthcare Quality	Healthcare Emergency Preparedness
	Drug Control - Register, Verify	Controlled Substance Schedule
	New Drug Control Laws
	Changes - Name, Address, Drug Schedules
	Drug Destruction, Theft, Loss
	New Registrations
	New Schedules for Controlled Substances
	Prescription Monitoring


	Healthcare Facility Licensing	Community Residential Care Facilities
	Day Care Facilities for Adults
	Facility-Specific Info
	Health Facilities: How to File a Complaint
	Home Health Agencies
	Hospice Licensing
	Renal Dialysis Facilities
	Residential Treatment Facilities for Children & Adolescents


	Certificate of Need
	Health Facility Regulations, Licensing, CON
	Indoor Tanning Regulations
	Tattoo and Piercing Regulations	Tattoo Facilities


	Bureau of Health Facilities Licensing
	Emergency Medical Technician (EMT) Certification Requirements
	Grant in Aid Program
	Healthcare System Preparedness
	Hospital-Based Crisis Stabilization Units
	Selling & Fitting Hearing Aids


	Permits & Regulations	Permit Central	Applying for a Permit, License, Certification or Registration from DHEC
	FORMS: Applications, Registration, Reporting, Etc


	Tips to Speed Process	Tips to Avoid Delays


	All Forms, Applications, Registrations, Reporting...	Bureau of Air Quality
	Bureau of Environmental Health Services
	Healthcare Facilities Licensing
	Bureau of Land & Waste Management
	Ocean & Coastal Resource Management
	Bureau of Water


	Laws & Regulations
	Public Notices


	Public Notices



  

  
    
          
  Main menu

  	Full Menu
	Environment
	Health
	Vital Records
	Maps & Apps
	Search
	Language
	Alerts



  

      
  
          
  SCDHEC


    
      

  
  

    

  
     




[image: English] [image: Dutch] [image: French] [image: German] [image: Italian] [image: Portuguese] [image: Russian] [image: Spanish] 
Select Language
English
Afrikaans
Albanian
Arabic
Armenian
Azerbaijani
Basque
Belarusian
Bengali
Bosnian
Bulgarian
Catalan
Cebuano
Chinese (Simplified)
Chinese (Traditional)
Croatian
Czech
Danish
Dutch
Esperanto
Estonian
Filipino
Finnish
French
Galician
Georgian
German
Greek
Gujarati
Haitian Creole
Hausa
Hebrew
Hindi
Hmong
Hungarian
Icelandic
Igbo
Indonesian
Irish
Italian
Japanese
Javanese
Kannada
Khmer
Korean
Lao
Latin
Latvian
Lithuanian
Macedonian
Malay
Maltese
Maori
Marathi
Mongolian
Nepali
Norwegian
Persian
Polish
Portuguese
Punjabi
Romanian
Russian
Serbian
Slovak
Slovenian
Somali
Spanish
Swahili
Swedish
Tamil
Telugu
Thai
Turkish
Ukrainian
Urdu
Vietnamese
Welsh
Yiddish
Yoruba
Zulu




  

    

  
        Search DHEC


  
    Keywords
    
  

  
    
  


  
    
    

  


  
  
      
  
    

  


  
  
  

          


    
  

      
  
      
  	Home
	COVID-19
	COVID-19 Vaccine
	South Carolina Vaccine Advisory Committee
	Current Page


  
      

  
  

  
    
  
    DHEC Vaccine Advisory Committee Framework and Recommendations for COVID-19 Vaccine Allocation, Phase 1b

  

  

  
    
          

  
    


A primary goal in Phase 1b is preventing deaths and the ethical and equitable distribution of vaccines. With limited vaccine supply, those least able to protect themselves should be prioritized in this phase. Vaccination in this phase will focus on those at greatest risk of getting COVID-19 and those performing critical tasks in support of society who are at a much higher risk of getting COVID-19 on their jobs.




Summary points


	Persons included in Phase 1b are:
		Persons living and working in shared or overcrowded settings increasing risk of COVID-19 infection
	Workers in health care settings not vaccinated in Phase 1a
	Frontline essential workers. The ACIP defines frontline essential workers as those at highest risk for work-related exposure to SARS-CoV-2, because their duties involve being in close proximity (<6 feet) to the public or to coworkers. Frontline essential workers are in sectors essential to the functioning of society and are at an unavoidable, much higher risk of exposure to SARS-CoV-2, above the general population.


	
	Planning and decisions about COVID-19 vaccination may change as we learn more about the vaccines.



Examples of persons in high-risk settings include those living and working in shared or overcrowded settings, increasing the risk of illness, are listed below. All workers in these settings may not be at greatly increased risk at work. 


	Residents and workers in group home settings with behavioral or substance use disorder conditions or for the mentally or physically disabled not previously vaccinated in Phase 1a
	Workers and residents in homeless shelters
	Workers and residents in community training homes (CTHs)
	Correctional facility officials with close inmate contact
	Correctional and immigration detention facility inmates
	Migrant farmworkers living in shared housing or using shared transportation
	Meat- and poultry packing workers or other industrial settings unable to keep distance at work
	Department of Agriculture meat/poultry inspectors



The reason why


	With an overall goal of preventing deaths, consideration should be given to community settings where data shows spread and resulting deaths are high, and where shared space increases contact with the virus and spreading it further.



Workers in high-risk settings in Phase 1b include:


	Hospital medical personnel, support staff, EMS and hospital transport staff not previously vaccinated in Phase 1a
	Hospital volunteers, clergy, food/janitorial/environmental services staff who may be exposed to confirmed or suspect COVID-19 patients not previously vaccinated in Phase 1a
	Community health workers (CHWs) who serve high-risk populations
	Persons administering vaccine (if not vaccinated in Phase 1a)
	Persons performing SARS-CoV-2 testing



The reason why


These workers have a higher risk than other community members because their jobs bring them into contact with persons who may have COVID-19, or items soiled with the virus.


Frontline Essential Workers


	Public safety officers, firefighters not previously vaccinated in 1a.
	Frontline essential workers who are in sectors essential to the functioning of society and are at an unavoidable, substantially higher risk of exposure to SARS-CoV-2, that is, their occupational risk is much greater than the general population. For example,
		Meat- and poultry packing workers or other industrial settings unable to keep distance at work as shown.


	



The reason why


Large COVID-19 outbreaks occur in essential settings such as manufacturing, construction, wholesale trade, and animal slaughtering and processing. Close working conditions, close contact with coworkers for long periods of time, crowded work-related housing, and the use of public or shared transportation by workers contribute to outbreaks. Workers who have a lot of contact with the public at a distance of less than 6 feet while doing essential work may be at increased risk. Loss of these services could affect community needs.


Other frontline essential workers include some, but not all, workers in the following sectors:


	Food and agricultural
	U.S. Postal Service
	Manufacturing  
	Grocery store
	Public transit
	Education sector (teachers and support staff members) and child-care



Persons NOT included in Phase 1b:


	Staff in high-risk settings who can avoid being close to confirmed or suspect COVID-19 patients or who have limited contact with the public: administrators, all staff who can work from home, support staff and medical personnel working with confirmed SARS-CoV-2 negative patients.
	LTCF personnel not involved in direct resident care, e.g., administrators, those who can work from home.
	Essential services personnel who are not frontline (i.e., with potential or uncontrolled exposure to SARS-CoV-2)



Temporary residents in South Carolina who fall into Phase 1b share the same risk as permanent residents and can be vaccination in South Carolina.





Detailed lists of workers in each phase


The CDC has created tables with lists of those in each phase.


	The CDC tables group workers based on the type of business where they work. However, decisions about when workers should be vaccinated are based on the type of work they do and the level of risk they face in their job. When making decisions about essential workers to be vaccinated, the CDC recommends that both the essential service and risk of contact with the virus be considered.
	South Carolina might make different decisions. The South Carolina Vaccine Advisory Committee makes recommendations to DHEC based on what is occurring in our state, economic needs, ethical and fairness factors as well as other things.
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