
DHEC 2085 (4/2018) Ship to: SC DHEC – Public Health Laboratory – ATTN: West Nile Bird – 8231 Parklane Road – Columbia, SC 29223-4903 

SC DHEC Dead Bird Submission and Reporting Sheet 

Local ID No.  ________________

· If more than one bird of the same species is being submitted from the same dead bird site, complete and submit only one form.
· Submit separate sheets for each different species.
· Exception: Fill out an individual sheet for a bird that was euthanized, and mark the bag so it can be identified.

Species of dead bird(s) [common name]  _____________________________________________________________________________  

Date bird was first seen __________________________________  Date bird was collected  ___________________________________  

Number of dead birds seen _______________________________  Number of dead birds submitted  ____________________________  

Was the bird found ill?  Yes No  Did the bird die on its own? Yes No Was the bird euthanized? Yes No 

If the bird was euthanized, what substance or method was used? _________________________________________________________  

Location 
of Dead Bird 

Site 

State ______ County ____________________________ City _______________________________ ZIP ___________ 

Specific 
Location 

 _____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

If not a street address, provide detailed driving directions by using distances from nearby road intersections. 

Coordinates W _____________________ ° (X; Longitude);  N _____________________ ° (Y; Latitude) 

Person 
Reporting 

Dead Bird(s) 

Name __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Street Address ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

City________________________________________________________________ State __________ ZIP _________ 

*Phone # _______________________________________ EXT. _________ Cell # _____________________________

E-Mail Address __________________________________________________________________________________

Person 
& 

Agency 
Submitting 
this Form 

Name __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Agency _________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Street Address ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

City________________________________________________________________ State ___________ ZIP ________ 

*Phone # _______________________________________ EXT. _________ *FAX # ____________________________

E-Mail Address __________________________________________________________________________________
*Required for results notification

—LAB USE ONLY —

  West Nile Virus: Positive Negative Not Tested; Eastern Equine Encephalitis:  Positive Negative Not Tested 

UNACCEPTABLE FOR TESTING: Too decomposed; Not testing this species; Not currently testing birds in this area. 

  Date of Result  ______________________ Date of Result Notification __________________________ Initials ___________________  

  Comments  _____________________________________________________________________________________________________  

- LAB USE ONLY -

Initials  ____________________________  Date Sample Taken  __________________ 

(1) _________________________________

Sample Type Specimen No. 

Date Received  ______________________

(2) _________________________________

(1)__________________________________ 

(2)__________________________________ 
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INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE SUBMISSION OF DEAD BIRDS FOR WEST NILE VIRUS SURVEILLANCE 
South Carolina Department of Health and Environmental Control 

State Public Health Laboratory, 8231 Parklane Road, Columbia, South Carolina, 29223 
Medical Entomology Laboratory - Telephone: (803) 896-3802, FAX: (803) 896-0657 

1) Bird species to submit to DHEC State Public Health Laboratory:
a) Dead crows (American crows and Fish crows). An American Crow is 17 to 21

inches long and all black. A grackle, which is not being tested, is similar
looking to a crow, but is only 11 to 13 inches long, has a head with a green
or purple iridescent sheen, and the rest of the body is black or brown.

b) Dead Blue jays. A Blue Jay ranges in size from 9 to 12 inches. It is bright blue
on top and whitish gray on the belly and chin. It has a gray-blue crest on its
head, and its wings and tail are bright sky-blue with heavy black barring. It
also has a black collar or "necklace" across the throat and continuing
around the head. Its bill, legs, feet, and eyes are black.

c) Dead House Finches. House finches are 6 inches long. Adult house finches
are birds with grayish-brown upperparts, whitish lowerparts with streaks of
brown, brown and gray wings with two narrow whitish bars, and brown
uppertails. Male house finches are rosy red around the face, neck, and
shoulders, as well as having a red rump. The red color sometimes extends
down the belly and down the back between the wings. Variant males show
the same markings, but in yellow or orange instead of red. Female house
finches lack any yellow, orange, or red color and have a plain, unmarked
face.

d) Dead House Sparrows. House sparrows are 5.5 to 6.5 inches long. Male
house sparrows are brightly colored birds with gray heads, gray or white
cheeks, black throats (or “bibs”), white collars, reddish-brown upperparts
with black streaking, wings with a single white bar, and pale gray
underparts. Female house sparrows are birds with buffy-brown upperparts
with black streaking, wings with a single white bar, and dingy grayish-brown
underparts.

2) Bird species to submit to the Department of Natural Resources (DNR):
a) Eagles. Contact SC DNR, Wildlife and Freshwater Fisheries Division (803-734-3886). Eagles will be

submitted for WNV testing to the Southeastern Cooperative Wildlife Disease Study at the University
of Georgia’s College of Veterinary Medicine in Athens. Please ask DNR to fax the State Public Health
Laboratory a copy of the dead bird submission sheet so that we may keep track of the birds being
tested.

b) Raptor Die-offs.  DNR requests that raptors (hawks, falcons, vultures, and owls) be submitted only if
unusual die-offs occur.  If an unusual number of dead raptors start appearing, you are requested to
call SC DNR, Wildlife and Freshwater Fisheries Division (803-734-3886).

3) Other bird species:
a) Suspected WNV-infected birds other than Blue Jays, Crows, House Finches, and House Sparrows

may be accepted from veterinarians affiliated with facilities such as zoos, raptor rehabilitation
centers, etc.

b) DNR and Clemson University Veterinary Diagnostic Center are interested in testing other bird
species for unexplained die-offs.  See the bottom of these instructions for how to handle these
birds.



Dead Bird Submission Instructions (for public use) 
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i) DNR is testing dead birds found at inland lakes and ponds in the state for a disease called AVM.
ii) Clemson University Veterinary Diagnostic Center will investigate unexplained bird die-offs in

flocks being raised for agribusiness purposes. Submit only freshly dead wild birds that show no
visible evidence of physical trauma.  (No decaying birds as evidenced by missing eyes,
discernible odor, skin discoloration, feathers or skin that easily rubs off, or presence of maggots;
no road kills; no gunshot wounds; no bludgeoned birds.)

4) Commonly reported clinical signs in ill birds have included:  weakness, lethargy, shaking, seizures,
inability to walk/fly/perch, blindness, and lack of fear of humans (i.e., are easily approached).

5) Birds may be submitted from March 19 to November 30. The local county environmental health office
will determine if birds qualify for testing.

6) Dead birds should not be handled with bare hands.  Birds should be picked up with doubled bags that
have been turned inside out.  The doubled bag then should be inverted, sealed, and placed on ice or
kept cool until the bird can be refrigerated.  We encourage the use of clear plastic or Ziploc®-type bags
so that the bird can be seen through the bags.

7) Submission of dead birds to DHEC for West Nile virus testing:
a) Use “SCDHEC Dead Bird Submission and Reporting Form (pdf),” to submit dead birds.

i) A bird will not be tested if its physical location is unknown.  If no street address is available,
provide directions to the dead bird site.  If necessary, draw a map on the back of the form
indicating distances from nearby road intersections.

ii) NOTE:  The “boxed” areas on the Submission Sheet will be completed at the SCDHEC State
Public Health Laboratory.

b) A dead bird should be placed on ice or kept cool until it can be refrigerated.  If the carcass cannot be
shipped within 24-36 hours of collection, the carcass should be frozen until shipment.

c) Take the bird to your local county environmental health department who then will submit it to
DHEC’s State Public Health Laboratory for testing.

8) Reporting of results:
a) Lab testing for WNV will be conducted at the State Public Health Laboratory and will take less than 2

weeks to complete.
b) Results will be reported to the local health department via fax or E-mail.
c) Local county environmental health departments will notify you of the results.

9) Other Bird Species:
a) For unexplained bird die-offs in flocks being raised for agribusiness purposes, (i.e., chickens, turkeys,

quail, pheasants, ducks, geese, or emus), owners or farmers should contact the Field Veterinarians
at the Clemson University Livestock-Poultry Health Programs (CULPH) in Columbia, SC; telephone
(803) 788-2260.

b) The Department of Natural Resources (DNR) is studying birds at any inland
lakes or ponds for Avian Vacuolar Myelinopathy (AVM). Symptomatic or dead bald
eagles and waterfowl, especially American coots, found at inland lakes or ponds
should be reported to DNR, particularly during the months October to February.
Symptoms of AVM include difficulty flying, swimming, walking, or exhibiting other
signs of incoordination. In addition to having the dead birds tested for AVM, DNR
also will arrange to have the birds tested for West Nile virus and will inform DHEC
of the test results. Birds should be kept cold on gel ice packs, but they cannot be
frozen. Call SC DNR, Wildlife and Freshwater Fisheries Division (803-734-3886),
who will coordinate testing with the Southeastern Cooperative Wildlife Disease
Study (SCWDS).

http://www.scdhec.gov/Health/docs/D-2085.pdf
http://sc-dhec.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=95d7da8e9885435ba061ceb2c6ccc012


Bird Descriptions 
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BIRD DESCRIPTIONS 
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