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Public Assistance
Supplemental financial assistance to state, local 

governments and certain private non-profit organizations 
for response and recovery activities required as a result of 

a disaster.



FEMA Disaster Assistance & Debris
 Mission Assignments

– Direct Federal Assistance
– Technical Assistance

 Public Assistance Grant Programg
 PA Pilot Program



Mission Assignments: Direct Federal
Assistance & Debris
Direct Federal Assistance
 Allows a Federal agency to perform debrisg y p

activities on behalf of the State or applicant
 Applies only to Emergency Work

– Category A – debris removal
– Category B – emergency protective measures

S bj t t th t h i i i Subject to the cost-sharing provisions
applicable to the disaster



Eligible debris-related Direct Federal
Assistance activities may include:
 Removing debris from critical roadways and facilities.
 Removing debris from curbsides or from eligible facilities g g

and hauling it to either temporary or permanent disposal 
sites.

 Identifying designing operating and closing Debris Identifying, designing, operating, and closing Debris
Management Sites (DMS).

 Monitoring debris removal operations.g p
 Demolishing and/or removing disaster-damaged 

structures and facilities in accordance with FEMA
l i d li iregulations and policies.



Mission Assignment Requirements

 Must be requested by the State.
 Communities must demonstrate that the requestedq

disaster-related efforts exceed State and local resources.
 The scope of work must include specific, quantifiable

and measurable tasks.
 Duration of Mission Assignments for debris

l i li it d t 60 d f th di tremoval is limited to 60 days from the disaster
declaration date.



Public Assistance Grant Program
Th P bli A i t G t P id l t lThe Public Assistance Grant Program provides supplemental 
Federal disaster grant assistance for debris removal, 
emergency protective measures, and the repair, 
replacement, or restoration of disaster-damaged, publicly
owned facilities and the facilities of certain Private Non-Profit 
(PNP) organizations.(PNP) organizations.
The Federal share of grant assistance is not less than 75 
percent of the eligible cost for debris removal and emergency 
protective measuresprotective measures.
The Grantee (usually the State) determines how the non-
Federal share (up to 25 percent) is split with Subgrantees 
(eligible applicants).



Debris Removal

 Debris removal is the clearance, removal, and/or disposal 
of disaster-related items such as trees, sand, gravel, 
b ildi t k hi l d lbuilding components, wreckage, vehicles, and personal 
property.

 Public Assistance funds are available to eligible 
applicants for debris clearance, removal, and disposal 
operations Eligible applicants include State and localoperations. Eligible applicants include State and local 
governments, Indian tribes, and certain private nonprofit 
organizations.



Public Assistance Debris Eligibility

In order to be eligible for Public Assistance funding, debris must be:
 a direct result of a Presidentially declared disaster;
 located within the designated disaster area; and
 the responsibility of the applicant at the time of the disaster.

In order to be eligible for Public Assistance funding, debris removal:
 must eliminate an immediate threat to lives, public health, and safety;
 must eliminate immediate threats of significant damage to improved public ormust eliminate immediate threats of significant damage to improved public or 

private property; or
 must ensure the economic recovery of the affected community to the benefit of 

the community-at-large.



Examples of eligible debris removal
activities include:

 Debris removal from a public right-of-way, including p g y g
Federal-aid Routes

 If State, Territorial, Tribal, or local governments authorize 
residents to place incident-related debris on public ROWsresidents to place incident-related debris on public ROWs, 
FEMA provides PA funding to remove the debris from the 
ROWs for a limited period of time.

 Debris removal from public property to eliminate 
immediate health and safety hazards.



eligible debris removal  cont’d
 Eligible vegetative debris may include tree limbs, branches, 

stumps, or trees that are still in place, but damaged to the 
extent they pose an immediate threat.y p



Examples of ineligible debris removal
activities include:
 Removal of debris from an applicant’s unimproved 

property or undeveloped land;
 Removal of pre-disaster sediment from engineered 

channels;
 Removal of debris from a natural channel unless the Removal of debris from a natural channel unless the 

debris poses an immediate threat of flooding to improved 
property;

 Removal of debris from Federal lands or facilities that are 
the authority of another Federal agency.

 Removal of debris placed on the ROW from commercial p
properties



Debris Removal from Private Property

 Debris removal from private property is generally not 
eligible for Public Assistance grant funding.

 If property owners move disaster-related debris to a public 
right-of-way the local government may be reimbursed forright-of-way, the local government may be reimbursed for 
curbside pickup and disposal for a limited period of time.



When is private property debris
removal eligible for PA funding?

 FEMA may fund private property debris removal, if debris 
on private property is so widespread that public health, o p ate p ope ty s so desp ead t at pub c ea t ,
safety, or the economic recovery of the community is 
threatened.

 FEMA must approve private property debris removal in FEMA must approve private property debris removal in 
advance.

 See Disaster Assistance Policy 9523.13, Debris Removal 
from Private Property, for information on FEMA private 
property debris removal eligibility



Demolition of Private Structures
FEMA may fund the demolition of privately-owned structures and 
the subsequent removal of demolition debris if:
 The structures were damaged and made unsafe by theThe structures were damaged and made unsafe by the 

declared disaster, and are located in the area of the disaster 
declaration;
Th li t tifi th t th t t f d The applicant certifies that the structures are unsafe and pose 
an immediate threat to the public;

 The applicant has legal responsibility to perform the pp g p y p
demolition;



Demolition of Private Structures
Cont’d

 A legally authorized official has ordered the demolition of 
unsafe structures and removal of demolition debris;unsafe structures and removal of demolition debris;

 The applicant has indemnified the Federal government 
and its employees, agents, and contractors from any 
l i i i f th d liti k dclaims arising from the demolition work; and

 The demolition work is completed within the completion 
deadlines outlined in 44 CFR §206.204 for emergency § g y
work.







Questions


